November 8, 2020
Grace Lutheran Church, Boulder, Colorado
Rooted in Grace + Reaching out in Christ’s Love

Welcome to Grace!
We are glad you are joining us online for this worship service. Our liturgy is printed in this worship
folder so that you can follow along on Zoom with the live Worship Service or afterward on the Grace
Boulder website.
In response to Christ’s boundless love for all, members of Grace share that love by inviting all –
regardless of ethnicity or race, educational or religious background, economic, physical, mental or
social condition, gender identity or sexual orientation – to come and participate in the life of Grace.
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one
another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish
bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our
midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.
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GATHERING
MUSICAL INVITATION TO WORSHIP

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Holy One,
we confess that we do not follow you as we should.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.
Beloved of God, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Savior, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Christ you are forgiven,
and in Christ we are welcomed
into the beloved community!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

O God Our Help in Ages Past
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

GLORIA

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of
your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of
great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He
said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and
righteousness in the community.
18

Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord!
Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light;
19
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
20
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21

I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God!

PSALM: Psalm 70
1

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O Lord, make haste to help me.
2

Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
3

Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.

4

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the Lord!”

5

But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded
from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures
them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into
everlasting life with Christ.
13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will

descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are
alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage
one another with these words.
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for
readiness at all times.
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then

all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the
dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’
13
Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
The gospel of the Lord.

SERMON

Praise to you, O Christ

Pastor Zach Parris

HYMN OF THE DAY

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
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APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.
Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship
with sincere and heartfelt song. Continue to sustain the creative work of all church
musicians and artists who lead us in praise and prayer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world, and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream. Reign over the courtrooms of every land, in the
hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be
present in our legal system, where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Comfort those
who have few friends, who live and eat alone, and who struggle with their identity
and place in this world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Protector, be with us as we observe Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active
duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have been
injured in the line of duty; heal their wounds, both physical and mental. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have
died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use
them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
Your stewardship at Grace is more important now than ever. Without in-person Worship
Services where offerings are collected, we hope that you will take the extra time to fulfill your
pledges. Please visit the Grace Boulder Stewardship page to learn more.

ANTHEM
OFFERTORY

“Keep Your Lamps”
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord

Andre Thomas

OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,
nourish us with this rich food and drink,
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,
through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places…

… So with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

To you indeed be glory, almighty God,
for on the night he was betrayed
Jesus gathered with his friends
for a meal that remembers and anticipates freedom
On that night,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again.
As we share this bread and cup, O God,
and as we remember Christ’s death and resurrection,
send your Holy Spirit into our dispersed midst,
that we who share these gifts
may be fed, and forgiven, and strengthened to serve you.
Amen.
As Christ has taught us, so we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
This is the table of God. We invite all who are hungry for God’s presence in their
lives to receive this gift of mercy and forgiveness at the table.
Those of you who are with others in your home, please serve one another saying,
“The body of Christ, given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
Those of you who are watching by yourself, I invite you to wait until I say those
words to you before you eat the bread and drink the wine.
If you don’t have bread, or you don’t have wine or grape juice, Martin Luther
reminds us that God is fully present in each element – that receiving only the
bread or only the wine is entire forgiveness.
Further, those of you who might not receive communion for whatever reason,
please recognize and understand that God’s forgiveness and mercy and love are
fully and completely provided to you in ways additional to Holy Communion.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God’s Grace.
Amen.

SENDING
PRAYER
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that once again you have fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
May God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday, November 15
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30

GRACE NOTES
a guide to parish life at Grace

November 8, 2020

We pray for those who are ill: Carol Painter, Allan Wolfe, and Jacquie Poe
(friend of Sandi Stahl).
We pray for those undergoing treatment: Thomas Fay (brother-in-law of Karen
O’Loughlin), Tom Graziano (friend of Tom Lawson), Patrick Fallin (friend of
Hiroko Akima), Paul Herzegh (friend of the Zabels), Elizabeth Farr, Deena
Steward (daughter-in-law of the Stewards), Cheryl Fenske Prudic (niece of the
Stewards), and Mary Dorsett (former member of Grace).
We pray for hope and healing for: family and friends of Mieko Akima (grieving
her death last week), Rich Harris (John Laitinen’s cousin), Blaine Gorrell (greatgrandnephew of Donna Rohde recuperating from surgery, Leon Fjestad (Anne
Peterson's brother admitted to memory care), Fran Dzilvelis (Ashley (neé Stahl)
Dzilvelis' mother-in-law), Christian Mueller (grandson of the Petersons working
on a COVID19), Barry Miller (friend of the Gambles now in Hospice Care),
Rodney McLenon (friend of the Zabels), Beaudin Larabee (friend of the Zabels),
Ray Haux (former Grace member now in Hospice care), Myrna Montgomery
(grandmother of LCM student Arin Moriarty), Mark Woods (friend of Deb
Valerio), Ruth VanderMinden, Pamela Kast (sister-in-law of Patty’s sister), and
Rick Beckman (brother of Kim).

The designated offering for November is: Sister Carmen Community Center.
Sister Carmen Community Center is the only organization providing
comprehensive basic needs services and resources to the most vulnerable
residents in East Boulder County (Lafayette, Louisville, Superior, and Erie).
Through their family-centered programming, they promote health, safety, wellbeing and economic stability by meeting one-on-one with the people they serve.
They aim to improve the quality of life for their participants, and assist them in

recovering from challenging experiences by providing timely and meaningful
wrap-around support in their program areas:
NUTRITION & HEALTHY LIVING
Ensure the residents of East Boulder County have access to basic needs, such as:
• Nutritious food and hygiene items
• Clothing and necessary household goods
• Education and access to living a healthy lifestyle
• Connections to healthcare and mental health support
ADVOCACY
Using a strength-based approach, support participants in advocating for
themselves and their families to attain economic stability and provide referrals to
additional resources (such as employment, childcare, and life skills). Help prevent
homelessness and improve access to stable housing for the residents of East
Boulder County through:
• Family Development Services
• Utility assistance
• Mortgage and rent assistance
• Connections to housing, education, and additional resources
COMMUNITY & FAMILY EDUCATION
Empower individuals by offering them the skills and resources they need to
succeed through family and community educational opportunities, including:
• Best practice parenting strategies
• Parenting support groups
• Digital literacy classes
• Civic engagement

Thanks to the Grace Foundation, all gifts through our designated offerings will
be matched dollar for dollar in 2020, up to $2,000/month. Please make your check
to “Grace Lutheran Church” and add “PiM: Sister Carmen” to the memo line.
You may place checks in the mail slot at Grace, send through the US mail, or use
our electronic giving option Simply Giving on the Grace website. Thank you for
your generosity.

Note from Pastor Matthew

Today, as I write this, is election day. In our current practice, though, I suppose it
might more accurately be known as the final day of election season since so
many people have taken the opportunity to vote earlier than today. At any rate,
the voting ends today (which, as I’m writing, is the first Tuesday after the first
Monday of November).
I’m sure I’m not the only one, but there were a couple hours last night when I
had a hard time sleeping. The thing that kept running through my mind during
that time was concern about how it is that we talk to each other in our society.
I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but it doesn’t seem like we treat each other very
well. We especially don’t treat people with whom we disagree very well. We
doubly especially don’t treat people with whom we disagree very well on social
media. I worry that we’re becoming too politically siloed – as in, we only relate
to and talk with people who hold the same opinions on political issues as we do.
Republicans tend to not talk with Democrats; liberals tend to not interrelate with
conservatives; so-called pro-life and pro-choice advocates seem to only be able
to yell at each other.
We, as a society, seem to have learned how to not talk with each other.
I wonder if one of the things we the church have the opportunity to do is to
model for the rest of the world being able to talk with people who disagree with
our political opinions. I wonder if we in the church might be able to remember in
our conversations and disagreements that we’re not held together by political

beliefs. Rather, we’re bound together by the grace and mercy of our loving God;
our God, who names us beloved children.
What would it be like if the Church very intentionally hosted conversations about
so-called political hot topics? What would it be like if we hosted a place where
we could listen to and understand a perspective and opinion different from ours?
Where we could hear reasons and emotions behind opinions instead of just sound
bites?
If we submit to the tendency to only associate with people who think just like we
do, then we lose the opportunity to recognize that the ones who disagree with us
are also beloved children of God. If, instead, we seek out those with whom we
disagree in order to better understand their position, we get a glimpse of the
inclusivity of the Reign of God.
I’m not saying it’s easy, but I believe that it is worth the effort … just like it’s
worth the effort to stay well, wash your hands, and keep on trusting in Jesus.
~ pr. m

Rooted in Grace
Every other Wednesday evening we meet in the courtyard at 5:30 pm for an
Evening Prayer Liturgy of instrumental music, prayer, scripture, and silence.
Sign up for Wednesday, November 18th here. If you would like to participate
remotely, please use the Worship Service link.

Lectionary Bible Study continues on Wednesday, November 11 at 10:30 am via
Zoom. The study focuses on the lectionary texts for the next Sunday’s worship,
taking a deeper dive than is possible within the constraints of the service. Join us
for spirited discussion and fellowship time!
The readings for Sunday, November 15, 2020 are:
• Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 The day of the Lord
• Psalm 90:1-12 So teach us to number our days that we may apply our
hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:12)
• 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Be alert for the day of the Lord
• Matthew 25:14-30 The story of the slaves entrusted with talents

Reaching Out in Christ’s Love
Thank you for your donations of blank greeting cards for the inmates of New
Beginnings. Your cards allow the women to communicate with loved ones.
____________________
Remember Harvest of Hope food pantry when you shop for groceries this week.
Our donations make a difference for those who struggle to find food each week.

This Week at Grace
+++++++++++++++++
Sunday, November 8
9:15-11:45 am Office Administrator Hours, Remotely
10 am Worship Service via Zoom
Monday, November 9
Nothing Scheduled
Tuesday, November 10
11 am-2 pm Office Administrator Hours, Remotely
Wednesday, November 11
10:30-11:30 am Lectionary Bible Study via Zoom
11 am-6 pm Office Administrator Hours, Grace Office
12-1 pm Staff Meeting via Zoom
Thursday, November 12
11 am-2 pm Office Administrator Hours, Remotely
Friday, November 13
11 am-2 pm Office Administrator Hours, Remotely
Saturday, November 14
Worship Packet Deliveries
Sunday, November 15
9:15-11:45 am Office Administrator Hours, Remotely
10 am Worship Service via Zoom

